Chemistry: Periodically Puzzling

The Chemistry classroom is pretty spare — just desks and an enormous poster of the periodic table. Our
informant, Molly Denim, says the VILE operative circled some of the elements and then erased the marks. If
you can figure out which elements were circled, step right up and let us know what she was scrambling to

find!

Molly left us a voicemail with these pieces of information about the VILE agent:

She used to have three dozen antique doilies but apparently she lost a trio of them over the
years. She has some kind of obsession with aged lace and other things.

She doubled the high score of an arcade game and chose a ring as her prize.

Her vacation was originally a fortnight but she extended it by an extra day. The travel agent’s
face glowed with rage when they realized how much rescheduling they needed to do!

She used to complain that it was gross to remove two pounds of muck from her horse’s stable
(it might have been more — she’s not very good at conversions). Anyway, that horse was the
center of her universe.

Her garden is really pretentious — all stone and with half a half dozen reflecting pools.
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Lithium Beryllium Boron Carbon Nitrogen Oxygen Fluorine Neon
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19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36
K Ca Sc Ti Vv Cr Mn Fe Co Ni Cu Zi Ga Gr As Se Br Kr
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Chemistry: Periodically Puzzling

The Chemistry classroom is pretty spare — just desks and an enormous poster of the periodic table. Our
informant, Molly Denim, says the VILE operative circled some of the elements and then erased the marks. If
you can figure out which elements were circled, step right up and let us know what she was scrambling to

find!

Molly left us a voicemail with these pieces of information about the VILE agent:

She used to have three dozen antique doilies but apparently she lost a trio of them over the
years. She has some kind of obsession with aged lace and other things.

She doubled the high score of an arcade game and chose a sparkly ring as her prize.

Her vacation was originally a fortnight but she extended it by an extra day. The travel agent’s
face glowed with rage when they realized how much rescheduling they needed to do!

She used to complain that it was gross to remove two pounds of muck from her horse’s stable
(it might have been more — she’s not very good at conversions). Anyway, that horse was the
center of her universe.

Her garden is really pretentious — all stone and with half a half dozen reflecting pools.
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55 56 57-71 |72 73 74 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86
Cs Ba * Hf Ta w Re Os Ir Pt Au Hg Tl Pb Bi Po At Rn
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Chemistry: Periodically Puzzling

Each factoid contains math keywords and contextual clues.

The Chemistry classroom is pretty spare — just desks and an enormous poster of the periodic table. Our
informant, Molly Denim, says the VILE operative circled some of the elements and then erased the marks. If
you can figure out which elements were circled, step right up and let us know what she was scrambling to

find!

Molly left us a voicemail with these pieces of information about the VILE agent:

(2x)
She doubled the high score of an arcade game and chose a ring as her prize.
2 x 20 = 40 (atomic # of zirconium)

(36)
She used to have three dozen antique doilies but apparently she lost a trio of them over the
years. She has some kind of obsession with aged lace and other things.
(“arsenic and old lace”)

(emits light)

(20)

(14 days)
Her vacation was originally a fortnight but she extended it by an extra day. The travel agent’s
face glowed with rage when they realized how much rescheduling they needed to do!
14 + 1 = 15 (atomic # of phosphorus)

(144)

()

(3)

36 - 3 = 33 (atomic # of arsenic)

(cubic zirconium)

(+)

(1)

(-)

(32 ounces)
She used to complain that it was gross to remove two pounds of muck from her horse’s stable

(it might have been more —she’s not very good at conversions). Anyway, that horse was the

center of her universe.

(heliocentric theory of the universe)

(14 pounds)

(convert pounds to ounces)
144 - 32 = 112 (atomic # of copernicium)

(+)

((.5x)

(6))

(chlorinated water)
Her garden is really pretentious — all stone and with half a half dozen reflecting pools.
14 + (.5 x 6) = 17 (atomic # of chlorine)
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Anagram the Atomic Symbols: V O S Ne Tl = SOLVENT




