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BAPHL 9 – Island of Instability Solution 

Associated with this puzzle are 30 double-faced tiles in the style of Forbidden Island location 
tiles, with one side the unflooded (colorful) and one side flooded (washed out and blue). 

Each location has a one- or two-word name which abbreviates to an elemental abbreviation (e.g. 
“Atolls undiscovered” = Au). The 30 tiles correspond to the elements in the first three rows of 
the d-block in the periodic table. Arranging the tiles in this fashion produces a 3x10 grid of tiles. 

 

(Note: Lu has been inserted into the bottom left spot where La is conventionally shown) 

non-flooded side: 

 

flooded side: 

 



 

  SOLUTION 

 

Reading the location of artifacts on these tiles produces 5 braille letters on each side (all non-
flooded or all flooded), which in the modified Braille alphabet provided in the reference sheet 
produces two sets of words: 

Non-flooded: RIVER 

Flooded: WATER 

The answer gift is RIVER WATER. 

 

 

Image sources and attribution: 
 
(Atolls undiscovered) 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atoll#/media/File:BoraBora_SEtienne.jpg (CC-BY-SA 3.0) 
(Autumnal grounds) 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Autumnal_deciduous_forest_-
_Laubwand_im_Herbst.jpg (CC-BY-SA 3.0) 
(Caustic oasis) 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Oman-Oasis.jpg (CC Attribution 2.0 Generic) 
(Cavernous underground) 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caves_of_Aggtelek_Karst_and_Slovak_Karst#/media/File:Domica
_Cave_22.jpg (CC-BY-SA 3.0) 
(Colossal dunes) 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dune#/media/File:Morocco_Africa_Flickr_Rosino_December_200
5_84514010.jpg (CC-BY-SA 2.0) 
(Crested ridge) 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ridge#/media/File:Tsubakurodake_from_Otenshodake_2002-8-
22.jpg (public domain) 
(Forest’s edge) 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Deforestation_NZ_TasmanWestCoast_MWegmann.jp
g (CC Attribution 4.0 International) 
(Hidden garden) 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Rikugien3.jpg (Public domain) 
(Horizon floodplain) 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Floodislewight.jpg (CC-BY-SA-3.0) 
(Icy ravine) 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Tuckerman_Headwall.JPG (CC-BY-SA-3.0) 
(Leafy underbrush) 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laurel_forest#/media/File:Laurel_forest.jpg (CC-BY-SA 3.0) 
(Mesa network) 
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Over_Monument_Valley,_Navajo_Nation.jpg (CC-
BY-SA 2.0) 
 
(Moonlit ocean) 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Moonlight_on_the_Atlantic_Ocean.png (public 
domain) 
(Natural bridge) 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Natural_Bridge_Santa_Cruz.jpg 
(CC-BY-SA 3.0) 
(North islands) 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Komodo_Island_north_aerial.jpg (CC-BY-SA 2.0) 
(Open sands) 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Sahara_desert.jpg (CC-BY-SA 3.0) 
(Placid dugout) 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Dugout_near_Bir_Hacheim_(1990).jpg (CC-BY-SA 
3.0) 
(Poisoned treeline) 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Windswept_trees_in_Colorado.jpg (CC-BY-SA 2.0) 
(Raging undertow) 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Hookipa_Beach-_Huge_Waves_2.jpg (CC-BY-SA 3.0) 
(Rainy estuary) 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Hanauma_Bay.JPG (public domain) 
(Rounded hill) 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Chocolate_Hills.jpg (CC-BY-SA 3.0) 
(Sullied canyon) 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Kaligandaki_ghasa.jpg (CC-BY-SA 2.5) 
(Tidal cove) 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Treen_cove_at_high_tide.jpg (CC-BY-SA 3.0) 
(Tranquil isthmus) 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Isthmus_example.jpg (public domain) 
(Twisted arch) 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Double_arch.jpg (CC-BY-SA 3.0) 
(Vista) 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Yosemite_Valley_from_Wawona_Tunnel_view,_vista
_point..JPG by Mark J. Miller (CC-BY-SA 3.0) 
(Watershed) 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Pahalgam_Valley.jpg (CC-BY-SA 3.0) 
(Yardang) 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Yardang_Lea-Yoakum_Dunes.jpg (public domain) 
(Zigzag river) 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Meander#/media/File:Meander-Cuckmere_River-MT.JPG (CC-
BY-SA 3.0) 
(Zombie necropolis) 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Taplin_George_Dam.jpeg (CC-BY-SA 4.0) 
 


