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SOLUTION TO META META 1:

As the text suggests, each boldfaced sequence of words in the text contains exactly 22 letters, the number of letters in the
Hebrew alphabet, and so we can use the letters on the dreidel (gimel, he, nun, and shin — the 3rd, 5th, 14th, and 21st
letters of the Hebrew alphabet) to index into these sequences, taking the 3rd, 5th, 14th, and 21st letters counting right to
left. This extracts a group of four letters from each such sequence:

Shin Nun He Gimel

WELCOMETOTHEMETATHEEND > EOHE
TWOTHISPARTANDONEADDETD > WAAD
OFFPERHAPSTWOANDTWENTY > FPWN
HEBREWALPHABETANDTIFONE > EPIO
ATEXTFULLOFTHESEABIBLE > TLBB
FINDTHEYGOJUSTLIKEWETLIL > I GEE
AKINFROMRIGHTTOLEFTTHE > KRFT
LETTERSSEENONTHEHANUKA > EEAU
YESHENUNSHINANDGIMELTIS > ESML
ABLETOINDEXLETTERSWERE > BDSE
FROMALINEARSEQUENCEFOR > RECF
AFTERLOOKFORANEXTRAODD > FKRO
ITEMMAYBEYOUWILLTELLUS > TEEL
ADEPTWHYCOULDNTBAPHLBE > DCPL
USINDECEMBERASREALLYTIT > SMLY
ISOVERNOWYOUCANDOWHATS > SWWA

When the Christmas, Hanukkah, and Festivus meta answers are written in the grid on the page, each vertical column
contains three of the four letters in some group, and (again, as the text suggests) we extract the fourth letter in each case:

ALACKOFELFESTEEM
WEWEREWICKEDBUSY
STAFFINGPROBLEMS
VI I v ey
STWRFEFIDKEBTEES
WEAEKPPGCRODLESM
WEACRIWEPFHSBAML
ALDFOONELTEEBULY

These letters, in order by grid column (it is ambiguous which of KRFT and FKRO goes with KRF and which with FKR, but
this can be resolved from context) yield the answer: WE DROPPED THE BALL.
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